INTRODUCTION TO POWER
from everything except what had to do with sport or.
amusement. Louis xm, who had never had a friend and
had never felt that he was loved, became quite passionately
fond of Luynes. He had him appointed governor of the
town and castle of Amboise, and could not be parted from
him. The insinuating southerner had taken part in the
journey to Guyenne, and was even honoured by being
chosen to present the homage of the King to his future
spouse. On returning to Paris, Louis xni showed still more
affection for him, even more, indeed, than for Anne of
Austria. They were constantly closeted together in
mysterious confabulations which went on through half the
night. The Louvre was perturbed, and the Queen-Mother
began to feel concerned. Obviously, such favouritism, in
a Court already ruled by one all-powerful favourite, must
lead to catastrophe. But what did Luynes expect, or hope
for? Had he formed any definite plans? Nobody knew
anything. Cordial and modest towards all, affecting total
ignorance of political questions, he played the part of
insignificance so brilliantly that every one was mystified.
This enigma vexed Marie de Medici more than overt
hostility. She suspected Luynes of turning Louis xm
against her, but she had no proof; and she felt that he must
hate Concini, perhaps even be plotting against him. But
here, too, she could not be certain, and she lived in a state
of anxiety and indecision which gradually became intoler-
able. Legally, she could do nothing against Luynes. She
had not the courage to cause him to be murdered. So she
tried devious means, and that hypocritical form of diplo-
macy which reveals so clumsily the weakness of those who
have recourse to it. There was a pathetic scene, in which
she played the tearful role of a resigned mother, when
she begged her son to authorise her to leave the Court,
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